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1. — The  Tower  of  London  was  erected  by  William  the  Conqueror,  1078,  as  a  strong- 
hold to  shelter  himself  and  to  awe  the  rebellious  and  patriotic  citizens  of  London  who  spurned 
the  iron  rule  of  him  who  sought  to  crush  them.  The  massive  grandeur  of  the  structure  fitted  it 
well  to  accomplish  these  ends. 

2. — The  Tower  and  Thames  from  Horselydown.  In  the  centre  is  the  White  Tower 
and  below  it  St.  Thomas's  Tower  with  its  archway  known  as  the  Traitor's  Gate,  which  was  the 
water  entrance. 

The  Thames  was  the  scene  of  great  pomp  on  the  29th  of  May,  1533,  when  Henry  VIII. 
received  Anne  Boleyn  at  the  Tower.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  his  civic  train  arrayed  in  scarlet 
with  large  gold  chains  round  ffltir  necks,  had  escorted  her  in  their  gay  barges  from  Greenwich, 
"and  she  landed  midst  the  great  melody  of  trumpets  and  divers  instruments,  and  a  mighty 
peal  of  guns  ;"  next  day  she  proceeded  from  the  Tower,  with  ''all  the  pomp  of  heraldry  and 
pride  of  power,"  to  Westminster,  arrayed  in  silver  tissue,  and  a  mantle  of  the  same  lined  with 
ermine,  her  dark  tresses  flowing  down  her  shoulders  and  her  head  encircled  with  precious 
rubies  ;  how  different  three  years  after  when  she  was  committed  to  the  Tower  on  the  charge  of 
unfaithfulness  to  Henry,  and  inhabited  the  same  apartments  which  she  did  at  the  time  of  her 
triumph  before  her  coronation.  On  the  19th  of  May  a  mournful  procession  passed  over  the 
Tower  Green  :  Anne  was  on  her  way  to  the  scaffold  !  Again,  in  1553,  the  Tower  was  the  scene 
of  the  ten  days'  reign  and  subsequent  martyrdom  of  the  saint-like  Lady  Jane  Grey. 

3. — Group  of  Warders,  commonly  called  beefeaters,  a  corruption  of  "  buffetiers,"  side- 
board men  ;  they  were  anciently  the  servants  of  the  Constable  of  the  Tower,  employed  by  him 
to  guard  the  prisoners  and  watch  the  gates  ;  but  through  the  influence  of  the  good  Duke  of 
Somerset,  Protector  during  Edward  VI.'s  minority,  as  a  reward  for  their  attention  to  him 
whilst  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  they  were  appointed  extraordinary  yeoman  of  the  guard,  and 
they  have  ever  since  worn  the  livery  of  that  body,  which  was  instituted  by  Henry  VII.  The 
honour  of  the  appointment  is  generally  bestowed  on  veterans  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  their  country's  service. 

4. — St.  Thomas's  Tower.  This  is  a  large  square  building  over  the  Moat,  protected  by 
two  circular  towers,  which  exhibit  interesting  specimens  of  the  early  pointed  architecture  of 
Henry  III.'s  reign  ;  underneath  this  tower  is  the  Traitor's  Gate. 

5. — Interior  of  Horse  Armoury.  The  Armoury  is  150  feet  in  length,  and  34  in 
breadth,  and  is  occupied  by  figures,  some  equestrian  and  some  on  foot,  in  suits  of  armour 
of  various  periods  from  the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  1422,  to  that  of  James  II.,  1685. 

6. — The  Crown  Jewels  were  first  kept  in  the  Tower  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  1216. 
The    collection    is    surmounted  by  the   crown  of  H.M.   Queen  Victoria,  which  is  valued  at 
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/i,ooo,ooo;  Then  St.  Edward's  Crown,  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Crown,  the  ancient  Queen's 
Crown,  the  Queen's  Diadem,  St  Edward's  Staff,  the  Royal  Sceptre,  the  Rod  of  Equity,  the 
Queen's  Sceptre,  the  Ivory  Sceptre,  Queen  Mary's  Golden  Sceptre,  the  Sword  of  Mercy,  the 
Sword  of  Justice,  the  Coronation  Bracelets  and  Spurs,  the  Anointing  Vessel  and  Spoon,  the 
Golden  Salt  Cellar,  a  Baptismal  Font,  and  a  beautiful  Service  of  Sacramental  Plate. 

7. —  St.  Peter's  Church  is  a  plain  stone  building,  consisting  of  a  nave  and  one  side 
aisle.  It  is  devoid  of  ornament,  but  the  simple  structure  contains  that  which  awakens  thoughts 
of  deep  and  solemn  interest.  Here  rests  in  peace  the  revered  Lady  Jane  Grey,  a  Northumber- 
land, and  a  Norfolk,  Thomas  Cromwell,  the  noble  Earl  of  Surrey,  the  good  Duke  of 
Somerset,  the  brilliant  Earl  of  Essex,  the  saintly  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  and  the  beautiful  Anne 
Boleyn. 

8. — The  Byward  Tower.  This  Tower  resembles  the  middle  tower,  standing  at  the 
south-west  angle  of  the  fortress,  it  forms  the  principal  entrance  to  the  exterior  line  of 
fortifications.     The  Gunpowder  Plot  conspirators  were  confined  in  this  tower. 

9. — Traitor's  Gate.  Two  strong  water-gates  connected  with  the  Thames,  through 
which  State  prisoners  entered  the  Tower.  How  often  have  grandeur  and  even  royalty 
passed  beneath  its  ominous  portals  to  exchange  the  dreams  of  honour  and  glory,  and  the 
festive  brilliancy  of  courts,  for  the  realities  of  the  prison  lodging,  the  torture  room,  or  the  fatal 
block  and  axe.  The  last  State  prisoner  was  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  the  father  of  our  esteemed 
Lady  Burdett  Coutts. 

10. — The  Bloody  Tower.  This  is  the  only  rectangular  tower  belonging  to  the  inner 
ward  ;  it  adjoins  the  Round  Tower.  This  is  the  traditionary  scene  of  the  murder  of  the  two 
sons  of  Edward  IV.  ;  the  top  window  is  said  to  be  the  room  in  which  the  Princes  were 
smothered  :  their  remains  were  removed  to  Westminster  Abbey  by  King  Charles  II.,  1678. 

11. — White  Tower.  This  massive  quadranglar  structure  occupies  the  central  part  of 
the  inner  ward  ;  it  measures  116  feet  from  north  to  south,  and  96  from  east  to  west,  the  height 
is  92  feet ;  it  is  embattled,  and  has  watch  towers  at  each  angle  ;  it  consists  of  three  lofty 
storeys  besides  spacious  vaults  in  the  basement  ;  the  internal  walls  are  15  feet  in  thickness. 
War  stores  are  deposited  in  every  part  of  the  White  Tower,  Queen  Elizabeth's  Armoury 
excepted. 

12.— The  Bell  Tower  and  Inner  Ballium  Wall.  It  is  so  called  by  being  surmounted 
by  the  alarm  bell  of  the  garrison.  It  was  anciently  a  prison  lodging.  The  venerable 
Fisher,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  was  imprisoned  here  by  Henry  VIII.  It  is  also  asserted  that  this 
was  Queen  Elizabeth's  lodging  when  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower. 
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